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County Jail Est. 1828 Makes Debut for Playhouse Palooza
The Washington County Sheriff’s Office, under Sheriff Tim Helder, graciously agreed to build a playhouse for CASA’s Playhouse Palooza.  Helder told Sgt. David Lindabury and Det. Steve Hulsey that he “wants an old, Western style jail,” and true to form, they came up with a winning design of a rustic, Old West sheriff’s office and jail house, complete with black “iron” bars on windows, horseshoe shaped hat hooks, and a barrel trough outside on the porch for thirsty horses, with a hand pump for any cowboy who needs a splash of cool water on his face.   
The deputy’s desk can be found just inside the Dutch door, and not true to form for an 1828 prairie jail, this one is wired for lights, cable and even computer access!  Any child will enjoy spending time as the deputy in charge, or even behind bars, eagerly awaiting their plate of grub passed through the “bean hole” in the jail cell door. 
Siding for the Sheriff’s Office is all barn wood, a donation from former University of Arkansas police officer, Brad Burns.  The building took approximately three weeks to build, thanks to two gentlemen from the ADC 309 program, Scott Landingham and Steve Keaton, who “took pride in their work and really enjoyed it,” according to Sgt. Lindabury.
Playhouse Palooza  will be in the Northwest Arkansas Mall from February 26 through March 13, so be sure to stop by Center Court and see this year’s unique designs.  There will be two “Open House” events, February 27 and March 6, when all houses will be open to the public for inspection.  Playhouses may be purchased via silent auction, and one house, as in the past, will be given away to the lucky winner of a drawing.
Proceeds will benefit CASA of Northwest Arkansas, a 501 (c) 3 dedicated to providing volunteers who offer advocacy, support and trust to children who have been adjudicated abused and neglected and are involved with the Department of Human Services through the foster care system.  For more information, please visit our Website at www.nwacasa.org or call the office at (479) 725-2213.

